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Magazines Canada is the national association celebrating over 50 years 
of representing Canadian-owned, Canadian-content consumer, cultural, 
specialty, professional, and business magazines. French, English, 
Indigenous, and ethnic member titles cover a wide range of interests, trades, 
and communities across the country and across multiple platforms. Topics 
include arts and culture, business and professional, lifestyle and food, news 
and politics, sports and leisure, women and youth. The association serves 
Canadian magazines through the core services of government affairs, retail 
distribution, professional development, and research.

Join Magazines Canada and take advantage of exclusive research, training 
material and networking opportunities while supporting essential advocacy 
that benefits the entire magazine industry.

VISIT
MagazinesCanada.ca

CONTACT
info@magazinescanada.ca

@magscanada Magazines Canada
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WHY JOIN MAGAZINES CANADA?

BE HEARD BY GOVERNMENT
Magazines Canada works hard on your behalf to 
advocate for magazines to all levels of government and 
sustain the $80 million a year in funding commitments 
for the sector. We keep our members in the loop when 
new government policies or legislation will affect the 
magazine sector.

ACCESS EXCLUSIVE BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE
Our members tell us what they need to know and we 
provide it through papers, research surveys, and other 
exclusive content—available to members on demand at 
magazinescanada.ca.

CONNECT WITH PEERS
Accelerate your business and your career at networking 
events or join a member committee and work with your 
peers to guide the association.



WHY JOIN MAGAZINES CANADA?

LEARN FOR LESS
Our professional development and training services help 
you and your staff do your jobs better. With interactive 
webinars, on-demand online professional development 
resources, and ongoing work by our committees to create 
meaningful research and other important projects, you’ll 
have 24-7 access to expert advice from industry leaders—
all for free or with member discounts.

Our members also have the option of using our 
partnership discounts with wonderful associations 
like WAN-IFRA, IAB Canada, and the Alberta Magazine 
Publishers Association to learn even more!

DISTRIBUTE TO STORES ACROSS CANADA
Magazines Canada is the country’s only 
publisher-driven direct-to-retail newsstand 
distributor, and is dedicated exclusively to 
Canadian magazines. Our personalized service 
and national reach make us a perfect distributor 
for small and mid-sized magazines.



WHY JOIN MAGAZINES CANADA?

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
All Magazines Canada members are eligible to 
join our various committees to discuss issues 
affecting magazines in Canada today and work 
on solutions and ideas for our members. Your 
voice is valuable—Magazines Canada members 
make a difference together.

KEEP UP WITH INDUSTRY NEWS
As a member, you’ll receive regular updates through 
our member bulletin e-blasts, as well as our monthly 
newsletter “Cover Lines.” Our website priortizes news and 
information that is most relevant to your magazine.



HOW TO JOIN



HOW TO JOIN
Applying for Magazines Canada membership is 
simple. First, review this kit to make sure your 
magazine is eligible for membership, or just to 
learn about the organization before applying for an 
individual, student, or professional development 
membership. If you have any questions about how 
membership works, which membership type is right 
for you, or anything, feel free to send them  
info@magazinescanada.ca and/or book a call to 
discuss. When you’re ready, fill out our application 
form at the link below. Our staff will review your 
application for eligibility and make a recommendation 
to our board.

If you are a member of one of the Provincial 
Associations (AQEM, AMPA or MagsBC) you may be 
eligible for a reduced membership fee. Please let us 
know at the time of submitting your application.

APPLICATION FORM
magazinescanada.ca/membership-application

NEED ASSISTANCE?
Email info@magazinescanada.ca



HOW TO JOIN
MEMBERSHIP FEES
Membership fees are calculated on a sliding scale that takes into account 
the magazine’s circulation and government assistance. Annual fees are 
assessed as described below:

INDIVIDUAL AND MULTI-TITLE PRINT PUBLISHERS
a)	� $500 Base Fee for the first title (multi-title publishers will receive a 

base fee discount and second and subsequent titles submitted—base 
fee for these titles will be $400)

b)	 Circulation per annum over 25,000: $0.005 per copy capped at $2,375
c)	 Canada Periodical Fund Aid to Publishers Recipients:
		  •	 1.0% of the first $25,000
d) 	� Magazines that choose to participate in our distribution program pay a 

modest $50/annum fee. This program is generously subsidized by our 
funding partners at Ontario Creates, the Ontario Arts Council, and the 
Canada Council for the Arts, but members who participate do pay a 
small portion of the costs.

e) 	� Year-over-year increases. Each year, the Magazines Canada board 
decides on a small percentage increase to reflect inflation and the 
real costs of running the organization. For several years during and 
immediately after the pandemic, there were no increases; in 2025-26 
the increase was 2%; in 2026-27 it was 5%. (continued on next page)



HOW TO JOIN
DIGITAL PUBLICATIONS, SINGLE AND MULTI-TITLE 
PUBLISHERS
a) 	 $350 Base Fee per title
b) 	� digital circulation, across all magazine brands over 

25,000: $0.005 per copy capped at $2,375
c) 	 Canada Periodical Fund Aid to Publishers Recipients 	
	 per the guidelines for print publishers on the 		
	 previous page



HOW TO JOIN
INDIVIDUAL, STUDENT, AND PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT MEMBERSHIPS
Individual Memberships for industry professionals 
unaffiliated with a member publication: $160/year

Student Professional Development Access Memberships 
for registered students in journalism, writing, publishing 
and similar programs: $54/year 

The membership year is April 1 to March 31. Magazines 
that join during the year will be issued a pro-rated invoice 
for the months remaining in the membership year. 
Multiple title companies are required to submit all eligible 
titles for membership on a per title basis.

Note: Members in good standing of regional magazine associations 
within Canada—the Alberta Magazine Publishers Association, the 
Magazine Assocation of BC, or Association québécoise des éditeurs des 
magazines—will be given a 25% discount on base membership fees to 
Magazines Canada.
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ELIGIBILITY

GENERAL
Magazines applying must have published at least 
two issues and two digital copies must be submitted 
with the application to info@magazinescanada.ca. 
Proofs are not sufficient. Magazines that have not 
completed a full year’s publishing cycle may apply for 
probationary membership, which includes all member 
benefits with the exception of a vote at the Annual 
General Meeting. Probationary members are granted 
full membership after a successful annual review.

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ADVERTISING AND 
EDITORIAL
An average of no more than 70% of the magazine, 
calculated over a yearly publishing cycle, may be 
devoted to advertising (including native content).

CIRCULATION
The applicant’s magazine must be available 
to the general public. This availability may be 
demonstrated by publishing a subscription 
price, cover price and UPC (Magazines Canada 
can supply this to successful applicants) and/
or by providing Magazines Canada with an 
independent circulation audit showing the 
magazine is available to the general public aside 
from any availability to members of a club or 
association. Publications must have a minimum 
verifiable circulation of 100 copies or more.

DEFINITION
The applicant’s magazine must either define itself 
to the public as a magazine or not define itself as 
other than a magazine. The magazine must be a 
periodical of a cultural, social, economic, political, 
special interest, consumer, business media or 
artistic nature that is not deemed by Magazines 
Canada to be a house organ publication 
circulated exclusively to a club membership, 
advertising catalogue, promotional publication, 
or daily or weekly newspaper.

To be eligible for membership, 
magazines must meet the 
following criteria:



ELIGIBILITY
CANADIAN OWNERSHIP
The applicant’s magazine 
must be at least 51% Canadian 
owned. “Control in fact” of 
the title’s managerial, editorial 
and financial affairs must be in 
the hands of Canadian citizens 
and/or landed immigrants 
residing in Canada. 

Magazines Canada interprets 
and measures “control in fact” 
as the ability to determine 
the magazine’s editorial 
content, advertising content, 
pagination, financial policies 
and business affairs, including 
the capacity to exercise a veto 
in these areas if needed. All 
new applicants, and from time 
to time all members, may be 
asked to verify ownership 
status and Canadian “control 
in fact.”

CANADIAN CONTENT
Applicant magazines must demonstrate support of the interconnected 
cultural and economic value of a vital Canadian magazine publishing 
industry by having substantial Canadian content, which is normally 
defined as 80% annual Canadian-authored content. In cases where the 
80% threshold is not reached, other indicators may be considered. Such 
indicators would be applied proportionately to how far below the 80% 
threshold an applicant magazine’s content falls. These indicators include, 
but are not limited to

	 •     Commitment to Canadian employment (creative and managerial)

	 •     Canadian editorial perspective

	 •     Export of Canadian content, covering
		  a) Canadian magazines with an international audience and
		  b) facilitating second rights sales of Canadian-authored content

	 •     Commitment to the creation of other cultural products by and 	
	        for Canadians (such as books, film, TV, media, shows)

	 Note: Magazines Canada reserves the right to turn down a 			 
	 membership application on the basis of production values and 		
	 or editorial content.



JOIN TODAY!
Apply online at magazinescanada.ca/membership-application

For more information contact info@magazinescanada.ca




